Shops                              g$
never patronise the new tea-shops, which were
then opening in different parts of the town,
chiefly because they were new and not of her
youth. She must always find a pastrycook's.
Lunch meant returning to her hotel, or looking
about for one of the few restaurants to which a
solitary female could go. In this matter the
modern woman shopper enjoys another ad-
vantage over her mother and grandmother.
Not only can she do her household and garden
shopping under one roof; she can spend the day
there and take lunch and tea in agreeable
surroundings, without leaving it. If she cares
to go elsewhere, any restaurant is open to her;
she could even go to a public-house if she
wished to, without incurring the suspicion,
common in Aunt Jane's day, of being no better
than she should be. (Though how any human
creature could be anything else is a question
which used to puzzle me every time I saw or
heard the phrase.)
I believe it was some suburban drapery store
which was the pioneer in^this matter of re-
freshment. I think I have heard that somewhere
in South London a large establishment of this
sort made the experiment of setting aside one
room of its premises for afternoon tea. The
experiment was a success, and on the news of its
success a number of central London houses
followed its example3 and soon extended it